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Participants; 

Examiner: Joshua Murdough 

Primary Supervisor 

Patent Attomey: Shun Yao 

Technical Expert: Poomima Balasubramanyam 

Identification of Claims and Reference Discussed 

Claim for discussion: Claim 1 

Reference for discussion: Beetcher (U.S. Patent No. 5,933,497, hereinafter 
"Beetcher") 

Applicant's Arguments 

Applicant respectfully submits that the proposed amendment of the 
independent claim 1 below overcomes the Examiner's rejection under 
35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

Applicant has amended the claim below to clarify that the hardware 
configuration used in embodiments of the present invention involves a plurality 
of components in a computer system. This finds support in paragraph [0036] of 
the specification which recites that the hardware configuration identifier "contains 
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information representing a sufficient number of hardware components to identify 
a computer by its hardware configuration ." 

In contrast, Beecher discloses using the serial number of the computer 
machine (see Beetcher, Abstract and col. 6, lines 34-36). Examiner observes in 
the office action in response to the previous amendment (see office action dated 
1/13/2009, page 17) that "A serial number is information about a hardware 
component, and one is a specific number." Applicant notes that a computer 
machine in the system of Beetcher comes with the unalterable serial number, and 
this number is used in the encrypted entitlement key (see Beetcher, Abstract and 
col. 6, lines 34-36). Applicant respectfully submits that the machine serial 
number of a computer is not the same as information that will identify a computer 
by its hardware components : a machine can change its components, and still 
retain the same serial number. 



Proposed Amendment; 



1 1 . (Currently amended) A computer implemented server method executed 

2 by a server that comprises hardware components for dynamically managing a user 

3 software license, the method comprising: 

4 receiving at least one request at the server from a client to access at 

5 least one feature of a software program, each request 

6 including identification information concerning the user 

7 and a hardware configuration identifier concerning a 

8 computer associated with the user, wherein the hardware 

9 configuration identifier comprises information about a 

1 0 plurality sp e cific numb e r of hardware components in the 

1 1 computer associated with the user; 

12 responsive to receiving a request, retrieving stored software license 

13 information concerning the user, the stored software license 

14 information corresponding to the received identification 

15 information and including a stored hardware configuration 
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1 identifier concerning the computer associated with the user, 

2 wherein the stored hardware configuration identifier 

3 comprises information that is previously stored regarding a 

4 specific number p lurality of the hardware components of 

5 the computer system, and a stored hardware configuration 

6 identifier modification date; 

7 comparing the received hardware configuration identifier to the 

8 stored hardware configuration identifier, to determine 

9 whether the received hardware configuration identifier is 

10 acceptably similar to the stored hardware configuration 

1 1 identifier by determining whether the information about a 

1 2 specific number p lurality of hardware components in both 

13 the hardware configuration identifiers is identical; and 

14 returning software license information concerning the user to the 

15 client. 



Conclusion 

Examiners raised several issues of concern regarding the claim language, 
and noted that art not as yet cited : USPTO 7,503,072 should be looked at by the 
Applicant. Applicant has agreed that to address the issues in the following claim 
amendments. 

RespectfiiUy submitted. 

By /Shun Yao/ 

Shun Yao 

Registration No. 59,241 
Date: 13 April 2009 
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